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put an end to the schism between Meletius and Paulinus at Antioch, it
had been agreed that the survivor should remain in sole possession of that
see. This Nazianzen urged; but the oriental bishops were unwilling to
own for patriarch one whom they had opposed. They therefore took
great offence at this most just and prudent remonstrance, and entered into
a conspiracy with his enemies against him. The saint, who had only
consented to his election through the importunity of others, was most
ready to relinquish his new dignity. This his enemies sought to deprive
him of, together with his life, on which they made several attempts.
Once, in particular, they hired a ruffian to assassinate him. But the
villain, touched with remorse, repaired to the saint with many tears,
wringing his hands, beating his breast, and confessing his black attempt,
which he should have put in execution had not Providence interposed.
The good bishop replied: " May God forgive you; his gracious pre-
servation obliges me freely to pardon you. Your attempt has now made
you mine. One only thing I beg of you, that you forsake your heresy and
sincerely give yourself to God." Some warm Catholics complained of his
lenity and indulgence towards the Arians, especially those who had shown
themselves violent persecutors under the former reigns.

In the meantime the bishops of Egypt and those of Macedonia arriving
at the council, though all equally in the interest of Paulinus of Antioch,
complained that Gregory's election was uncanonical, it being forbidden
by the canons to transfer bishops from one see to another. Nazianzen
calmly answered that those canons had lost their force by long disuse:
which was most notorious in the East. Nor did they in the least regard
his case; for he had never taken possession of the see of Sasima, and only
governed that of Nazianzum as vicar under his father. However, seeing
a great ferment among the prelates and people, he cried out in the assembly,
" If my holding the see of Constantinople gives any disturbance, behold I
am very willing, like Jonas, to be cast into the sea to appease the storm,
though I did not raise it. If all followed my example, the church would
enjoy an uninterrupted tranquillity. This dignity I never desired; I took
this charge upon me much against my will. If you think fit, I am most
ready to depart; and I will return back to my little cottage, that you may
remain here quiet, and the church of God enjoy peace. I only desire that
the see may be filled by a person that is capable and willing to defend
the faith."1 He thereupon left the assembly, overjoyed that he had
broken his bands. The bishops, whom he left in surprise, but too readily
accepted his resignation. The saint went from the council to the palace,
and falling on his knees before the emperor and kissing his hand, said,
" I am come, sir, to ask neither riches nor honours for myself or friends,
nor ornaments for the churches, but licence to retire. Your majesty knows
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